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NSC BRIEFING o 23 March 1856

SOVIEYT DESTRUCTION OF STALIN NYTH

1. <Clearest view of receat events in USSR comes from hard
look at known facts, aad receat history.

A. [Fact that, duriog three years sisce his death

{5 Mar:33) Etalin's position has been undergoing
gradusl and calculsted alisratioas.

1. Pattern consisted of playing Lesnin up, Stalin
down: camphign was rolliang by Jan 54 (Lenin’'s
30th asniversary), when Sialin was described as
"econtinuator of Lenin s cause’, ratber thaa
indopendent genius of equal stature.

2. By tiwe of second aaniversary Stalin's death
(5 Bar '55), day weat by almoet unmarked.

B. Thus, Stalin myth already well-whittled even bhefore
Fab '56 Party Congress. Nonetheless, this occasion--
Lirst meeting of Party raask-asd-file since Stalin’'s
death--was first when really major, although obligue,
blows were publicly struck at remasnt of myth.

. ¥ithout actually aaming nawes , Khrushchev
made smiliang comment on sgressble restoration
of the norms of Party life slaborated by Leain,

which have previously been often violated.
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ﬂ Narne of Stalingrad should be ‘changed; Stalinallee in Berl
all places bearing his n@mo;. 'hﬁis body removed Irom:*f@ausoloum
next to Lenin, staties and other, mernentoes destr o‘y-d

q) Beria liquidated by Krrushebev-Malenkov collective leadership

prpendi thicone Lorweg
without even type of trigl which Stalin allowed i

“ 4 N ﬁ '
und other alleged traitors, = wiriioninn .

¢ : .
Beyhes@eni®. Finally, if {reedom to criticize to be restored

ir Soviet Union, who will cast first stone at present cojlective

dictarorship?
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2. Mikoyan, plugging principle of collective
leadership, also slipped in smoaywous kaife:
 YeeoWe must omphasize this old truth because
ia the course of about 29 years, we in fact
had no collective leadership.”

C. Mot uwntil 10 Narch, however, (Freanch Embassy recep-

tion) did Awb. Bohlen first catch wind of then two-

wosk 014 svent which underlies presesnt excitement.

1. AR reception, two differeat sources (ome the
Ma Daily Worker correspesdeat, the other
snidentifisd by Bohlea) told him of secret
closed session of 20th Party Congress,

shere Khrushchey had spokea for two to three
hours,” giviag chapter and verse oa Stalin's
oriwes.” Aceerding these BOUrces:

- . Kurnshchev, who burst into tears three times
during spesch, sharged that Stalin decimated
party, executed sany of cutstanding leaders
without cause, and (folloewing purge of
Tukhacheysky) ‘wmurdered the 5,000 best offi-
eors 1s armed forces.
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Baid that, at one time, when any important
Compunist summoned to 3talin’s presence, he
first took farewell of his family. Said tor-
ture was used to extract confessions: those
who confessed were promised “dachss,” but in
fact received “dachas underground.’

Snid 5talin had disregarded repeated warnings,
including some from Churchill, of imminent
Faxi attack and, as result, USSR had barely
escaped catastrophic defeat,

8aid all these "facts' Justified attitude of
pressnt leadership toward %talis and that
lt‘t!'; and other signs glorification Stalin
to he progressively elisinated.

Bohlen commented that, while tale obviocusly lesing

nothiug 412 its telling, highly probabie some such

"secret” speech actuslly made.

Bohlen slso stated Party officials throughout UBER

ramored to be in receipt sudstance of gecret speech,

but that sothing had appeared in Soviet press by

12 Mar., and Soviet censors not passing foreign

Journalists® stories on subject.

9R00890A000700030024-1




!;.

et kA RDP79R00890A000700030024-1

- Approved For Release 2002/#0

¥ithia few days of Bohlen report, world press was haviag

heyday with "secret speech” story--and now we leave realm

of establishsd fact,

i"

. \
Typicsl press treatment was 15 Nirch Reuters version

which had Xhrashchev nccusing Stalin of:

1.

4.

*36 removal (tﬁileued by execution) of NKVD
bend Yagoda, his replacement by Yezhov, and
after '37 “purges,’ liguidation of Yeszhov him-
sel)t.

Liguidation, & decade later, of N, Voznesensky,
Polithuro aca&aaiat,.tkasﬁ disappearance sur-
prised his own Politburc colleagues.

Iasults and threats to Mwe, lLenin (Krupskaya)
iscluding declaration thet if widow kept up
’ﬁbzie»eritiaist of hiw, he would issue declars-
tion she had never been Lenin’'s wife, put
“someone slse in her place.

At start of Juna ‘40, German attacks Btalin
attributed them to “indiscipline” on part of
éirttin Hitler units, ordered Sovigt troops

not to return fire. Later, when Germans reached
outskirts of Noscow, Btalin--who had been di-
recting operations “from & school globe, with-
o4t really knariuﬁ what & proper sap was™ -~
cravenly fled the city, lamenting ‘we have

lost everythiag that Lenin created.”
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In postwar atmosphere of “fear and terror
sader Stalin, Bulganian fearsd prison, Yoroshilov
whs suspected Qs UK agent, Nolotov was put ua-
der house-arrest.

!hznskgkev added that Htalia had been & vio-
leat aﬁtiﬂu&litt, aati-Semitic {and eangineer
of “Dogtors’ Plot'), aud responsible for tor-
ture even of childrean during ‘purges , aad
thst this revelation of the true Stalin could
be "spread to the people either suddenly or
gradually, and I thiak it would be wore correct
to do 1t gradually.” Asked from floor, ~how
did you stand 1t7 Why dido't you ki1l hiw?”, |
Karushchey replied: ~¥hat could we do? There
wAs & reigs of terror. You just had to look
&t him wrongly, and the next day you lost your

$11. ©Next mixture of fact and press embroidery to arise was

over sarly March disorders im Georgia.

A. Xnown fucts are these, from 15 March Ewbassy Moscow

report: A Scandsnavian diplomatic depondent, re-

esntly returned to Noscow frem trip, had eyowit~-

asseed ‘noisy demonstrations” in froat Tiflis Gov't.

buoilding 7 Mar. Later, while traveled by train

- B
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from Sqchi to Moscow, she was recipient of remarks
by "agitated" Soviet lady fellow-~passenger.
i. Passenger related that "extremely brutal”
police had tir#d "breast-high” on out-of-hand
8 Mar. Tiflis student danénatration, aand that
her son, &mong demonstrators, escaped injury
only by throwing self on ground before machine-
gunning bogan.
¥e also know as fact that 3rd snniversary of Stalin's
death (5 Mar '56) had gone unremarked throughout
VB8R, but that on 9 Mar. the Georgian Party paper,
"Dawn of the Esst,” front-paged big picture of
ISttlin and Lenin, plus editorial calling howmetown
boy “the outstanding pupil of grest Lenin,
Also have fact of admission by ex-premier Malenkov,
visiting ia London, that, although British press
reports exaggerated, “ihare had been demonstrations”
in Tiflis.

Iv. forld press had second heyday on Georgia story,

A,

Reuters reported(from Vienna, 17 Mar.) that “hun-
dreds of thousands of angered demonstrators in
Btalin's native Georgia” on 8 Mar. had demanded
dismissal of USSR's present leaders “for making
accusations against late Premier," and that police
refused to intervene, troops ordered not to fire.

- 8 -
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No question but that press accounts ot'ﬁearzig dis-
turbances both sxnggerated and demonstrably inaccurate.
Howsver, returning to hard facts, we do know that variety
of people in USSR have reacted stroagly to Xhrushchev's
"secret spesch, Among facts are:

A. XABS report (18 NMarch) of explamatory” speeches

by I;kgyta aud fellow-Presidium member Pervukhin
to mass ralliss of workers at two of Moscow's largest
Iactories,

B. Esbassy Noscow report (20 ﬁtr}.tk&t currest "party
lise" on Stalin being given full trestmeat at series
meetings party “activists, aasd general outline
Kbrushchey “"secret’ speech widely kaown amoang non-
party circles Noscow. _

c. Typieal reaction one such non~phriy source (Moscow
Scendrio writer) reported as shock, togother with
fesling that, while he had been no lover Stalin's

| policies, something great I believed in hss died.
Beenarist :urthsr cosmented: ~it took couwrage for
our loaders to admit they were afraid,

B. [Rebassy also reports that, as late as 20 Mar,

Soviet domestic press still not criticizing Stalin
by name, and domestic reprints of foreign Communist
attacks on Stalin (Rakosi, Ulbricht and Toglintti)

01*
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continue to delete direct references and merely
note that speakers condemned personality cult.”

Interesting evidence Soviet ancertainty over this bot

tasswe is fact that censors have passed both 10 Mar. AFP
statewent that secret” Ehrushchev speech sctually was
made, and 17 Nar. WY Times dispatch from Nurmsask which
underlined sbock, puzzlemest sad dissay of arctic man-
in-atraet over Mcscow's “resssessment Stalia.”

A,

B.

DBeclarisg flatly “party workers are oxplaining
things,” Times story quotes Murmansk resident as
Saying it is u0 easy thing to make correcijons
is the pelicy of personal cultism that has pro~—
vailed for se long and under abich so many of our
youth grow up.”

Times story alse quotes young Komsomol as saying
in response to some of new staiements on Stalim:
"ridicalous. BStalin was wonderful. GEialim sad
Lenin, they are two of the same. #hen yOu uay
Leain, you can also say Stalia.,

Nesawhils, apparently indifferent to internsl re-
t&ti@a; iesdership is contiauing debuniking cam-

patgn. Have these further facts:
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Tretyskov Gallery (Soviet "national
suseun”)--which once overwhelmed with

Btalin piétmn and statues--nov con-

tains only one small bnst of former

‘dictator, ,
,!‘hllﬁ stﬁtuesalso dinppearing from otlwrl

sections Moscow,

pwri z ' ' o
Rewrite o pgrty History alru‘tfy 1;::@@.;} JAL
progredas.
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NSC BRIEF NG - 22 March 195;

Aite:mpt 1o desivoy Stalin tradition Presents grave prob.ems

for So.let Urion ard real opporturity for Westerrn Worid

it ack

25X1X4

L)
B

Y S1e1n degradecd tFen Mau takes his place wiong side ¢f Leanin,

For 25 years Stalin no* an! vy Soviet, fhc’uor but a.sgo leading

”’e_rehc.&r ard grest au- Yeroc, The., thevefore. La.e three-

‘0.7 ragk ¢f devvucnor I'I‘—\l. p"ruw W‘M
a) Tersof millions of copies of ‘his works are
scattered *hrougtcur tbe Sovia Urisn, Stalir on -

Leninisrm , Shory Histor y_of Communist Party,

etc., etc. Can they remove and burn these ?

5] E.ery tistor, 50k 71'1ed with Staiip euldgies
Also Euc,clopaedia Britannic s (e!.'ar to Berﬂza.) -
c) If£ Staldin a gp;"gstev', *hat is position of other
meribers of the g.ang? Maienhas worked with him 4
for 40 yexss: Khrushachey beld key job under him |

tor (8 .., Bulgarin, 2! Mikoyar 30, Kaganovicn 28
L]
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W-oo will cealv Lelieve .'1:‘. ¢ollective leadership., Sta'ir ran

Yraug® a secies of collective 'eadetships;

‘S x.i1-Zi1ao lev-Kameney +s, Troveks ..‘1.9244-2_51::-. (S*alir~-Buktarin-~
Rikov-Tomsky vs, T.t-ouk;r-Zirgowie'v‘~1§.amene*v 1925-27): iSu},in-.
Molotov-VYoroshioy -Mikoyar ss. Bukharin-Rykov-Tomsky 1927~
29). . ' )

St4.in was artisan of Soviet foreign policy for 25 years., Adf Cuaa
ab tese sbowd n.mw&ac repudisied, Ewample. Korea, Berlin,
Rejection o! Mars*a) Plan, ec Arc do Tebran, Talta

s7 - Poader agreewerts sti. stand?

Stai.n real artisan'of commurisation of Europesn aatellites.

What will Jeaderahip ir thone satellizes now do? Bierut

leader adiip Poiisk Communism Party "died" in 'Moaco'uuP ‘““‘ “"‘“‘"“

‘Rakosi rust be tremb. ing ir Hungar; and same true other

!\I."f'Ui?,e lenders 1o whom degradation Staiin incomprehsansible.
Trotak, memories shoaid row be disintered; Ahh murder
by Stalin adrnitred,

How car. Soviet people tell a Ceorgian dictatorskip from a
Ukranian dictatorstip under Krrushchev? U Stalin is as bad
as they say, should not Army maove in and liquidats his long
1ime henchmen who still run government? 8hould not all of

Stalin's appointments throughout Soviet Union be reviewed and replaced?
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